
Don’t miss the opportunity to join the industry’s leading 
voices as they explore the trends, partnerships, and 
innovations shaping the future of research parks and 
innovation districts. From exclusive tours  
and inspiring keynote speakers to expert-led  
sessions and invaluable networking, AURP  
2026 is the premier event for professionals  
driving innovation and economic growth.

#AURP2026 
AURP.ORG

EXCHANGE: Network 
with leaders from 
university research parks, 
innovation districts, and 
tech hubs to build lasting 
business relationships.

ENGAGE: Hear 
from speakers at the 
forefront of research 
park development and 
scientific innovation.

EXPAND: Gain insights 
through panel discussions, 
workshops, and tours 
addressing critical issues 
and inspiring new ideas.

EXPERIENCE:  
Connect with seasoned 
colleagues and partners 
from established parks  
and districts that  have 
navigated industry 
challenges.

WHAT TO EXPECT

Speaker Highlights

Your Seat at the Forefront of Innovation. 

Big Ideas. Bold Innovation. Big Ideas. Bold Innovation. 
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Dr. Erwin Gianchandani 
Assistant Director of the Directorate for Technology, Innovation and Partnerships 

National Science Foundation 

   

 

Dr. Erwin Gianchandani is the U.S. National Science Foundation’s 
assistant director for Technology, Innovation and Partnerships, 
leading the newly established TIP Directorate. 

Gianchandani has worked at NSF since 2012. Prior to becoming 
the assistant director for TIP, he served as the senior advisor for 
Translation, Innovation and Partnerships for over a year, where 
he helped develop plans for the new TIP Directorate in 
collaboration with colleagues at NSF, other government agencies, 
industry and academia. 

During the previous six years, Gianchandani was the NSF deputy 
assistant director for Computer and Information Science and 
Engineering, twice serving as acting assistant director for CISE. 
Gianchandani’s leadership and management of CISE included the 
formulation and implementation of the directorate's $1 billion 
annual budget, strategic and human capital planning, and 
oversight of day-to-day operations for a team of over 130. 

Gianchandani has led the development and launch of several new NSF initiatives, including the Smart & 
Connected Communities program, Civic Innovation Challenge, Platforms for Advanced Wireless 
Research, and the National Artificial Intelligence Research Institutes. 

Before joining NSF in 2012, Gianchandani was the inaugural director of the Computing Community 
Consortium, providing leadership to the computing research community in identifying and pursuing 
bold, high-impact research directions such as health information technology and sustainable computing. 

Gianchandani has published extensively and presented at international conferences on computational 
systems biology. He holds a bachelor's degree in computer science and master's and doctoral degrees in 
biomedical engineering, all from the University of Virginia. 

In 2021, Gianchandani received the Distinguished Presidential Rank Award, awarded to members of the 
Federal Government’s Senior Executive Service for sustained extraordinary accomplishment. In 2018, he 
was awarded the Outstanding Young Engineering Graduate Award from the University of Virginia. 
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President 

CEO, SVP, EVP 
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Partner 
CIO

»  Research Parks &  
Innovation Districts

»  EDA Tech Hubs, NSF Engines
»  Community Improvement 

Districts
»  Medical Schools &  

Academic Medical Centers
»  Tech Transfer Offices

»  Economic Development  
Agencies

»  HBCU, MSI, HSI
»  Service Providers:  

Consulting, Architects, Real 
Estate Developers & Brokers, 
Angel/VC,  and Law Firms  
(IP, Real Estate, Transaction)

WHO ATTENDS?

CONNECT WITH DECISION MAKERS BREAKDOWN OF  
INSTITUTIONAL-BASED ATTENDEES

29%

9%

62% Top 
Leadership

Community, Culture,  
Planning Directors

Facilities and  
Operations

2025 PROGRAM STATS

CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIPS

31%    
VP, Principal,  

Manager250+

185
ATTENDEES

ORGANIZATIONS

TRAILBLAZER INVENTOR CONVENER CATALYST PIONEER
$15,000 $10,000 $7,500 $5,000 $2,500

Reception Sponsor Mobile App /  
Audio Visual Sponsor Lunch Sponsor Continental breakfast / 

Break Sponsor Transportation Sponsor

Pre-conference “Featured 
Sponsor” profile & executive 
interview on AURP.org

Brief podium remarks 
(up to 5 minutes)

Brief podium remarks 
(up to 3 minutes)

Opportunity to host 
break activity

Speaker on motor coach 
and/or handouts

Send custom notification 
through Mobile App

Promotional video — 
up to 90 seconds to be 
played at program

Priority to Serve as  
Session Moderator

Brief podium remarks  
(up to 10 minutes)

Priority to serve as 
Speaker/Moderator

Sponsor spotlight — 
homepage digital plug

Priority to Serve as Speaker/
Moderator

Sponsor spotlight — 
homepage digital plug

Sponsored Poll through 
AURP conference app

Branded slide recognition 
during session transitions   

  

4 registrations 3 registrations 2 registrations 2 registrations 1 registration

4 seats at board dinner 3 seats at board dinner 2 seats at board dinner 2 seats at board dinner 1 seat at the board dinner

FOR ALL CONFERENCE SPONSORS
•	 Display table (upon availability)
•	 Brand recognition including digital sponsor profile  

on conference app
•	 Shared resource folder on conference mobile app
•	 Roundtable Topic Host

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE ADD-ON OPTIONS
•	 Power Station (quote available)
•	 WIFI (quote available)
•	 Name badge W/ Pocket agenda
•	 Printed attendee list with full page ad
•	 Leadership Roundtable Sponsor - one unique opportunity

Registration & Board Dinner Seats

SPONSOR TODAY!


